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On Feb. 27, Labor Minister Rodolfo Diaz called on railway employees to return to their jobs within
the next 48 hours, and threatened to "intervene" (withdraw legal status) in the La Fraternidad (train
conductors) union. Wednesday marked the 15th day of a strike that has virtually paralyzed railway
transport throughout the country. Diaz announced that Ferrocarriles Argentinos and organizations
representing employees would begin negotiations March 1, and that employee dismissals and
suspensions had been terminated. Strikers' demands include the reinstatement of employees
dismissed by the state-run company in recent weeks, and a $160 increment to February wages. The
government had offered an increment of $21 for the month to compensate for inflation since Jan. 1.
According to company managers, more than 600 striking employees were fired, while strike leaders
estimated the total at slightly over 400. Negotiations were suspended when the government refused
to participate in talks as long as the strike continued. The strikers continue to insist on reinstatement
of fired employees and a commitment by the government to commence wage bargaining talks
before they return to work. (Basic data from Notimex, AFP, 02/27/91)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

